Rhodesia Parish Council


Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 5th April 2023 
at 7.00 p.m.


There was one member of the public present.
Councillors were given an update on the joint Coronation event at Shireoaks.  Councillors were invited to attend the committee meeting and Councillor K Pigott offered to attend.

The meeting closed at 7.25pm


  Rhodesia Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th April 2023

Present:
Councillors Margaret Leadbeater (Chair), G Hall, D Pressley, K Pigott, P Ratcliffe and M Tiwana.
County Councillor S Fielding 
M Welch (Clerk).

1. Apologies for absence 
There were no apologies.

2. Declaration of Interest
Councillor Pressley declared an interest in the quarry and planning.

3. To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 1st March 2023.
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st March, copies of which had been previously circulated to members were confirmed as a true record and were signed.

4. Matters arising 
a) Elections
The clerk reported that it is an uncontested election with four elected councillors which means the council will no longer have General Power of Competence.

b) Caretaker
Councillors had agreed to appoint Nathan Oldfield as caretaker for the hall.  It was hoped that Nathan would attend the meeting to meet all councillors and be given a contract to sign along with the job description which had previously been circulated.  Nathan now has keys to the hall and will start tidying the kitchen.
 
c) Village Hall –Front Door, Kitchen damp proofing
The front door still needs sorting and it was reported that a key has been broken off in the other door.  Councillor Pressley will look into repairing the front door and Councillor Tiwana will see if she can get the other door lock fixed.

Councillor Hall reported that he had received a quote for the damp proofing for £1900.80. Resolved – Councillor Hall proposed this be accepted using CIL if possible, seconded by the Chairman and agreed.

Councillor Hall has received a quote for £2,200 for the guttering and roof repairs and proposed this also be done using CIL if possible.  Resolved – Councillors unanimously agreed to arrange this. 

The ivy has already been removed from the outside wall and the Chairman also reported damp upstairs by the window.	


d) Allotments – Agreement/Rent
Councillor Pressley proposed we charge £25 for the allotments and councillors discussed offering the school an allotment.  Councillors suggested asking Nathan if he would be able to help with tidying the allotments.

e) Flooding
Nathan is prepared to be a flood warden, details are to be sent to County Councillor Fielding of people interested in the course.

f) Privet Hedges
This has been done.

g) CIL
Councillor Pressley reported that the total number of houses in the parish last year was 565 and will be more now.  It was suggested a company could be used to issue and collect leaflets, Councillor Fielding will pass details of someone who may be able to help to the clerk so that a quote can be obtained.

5. New Business
a) Post Office
Councillors Fielding and Pressley had met with a group concerned about issues in Rhodesia and had been looking into the closure of the post office and the possibility of retaining the service. It was suggested the council invite them to the June meeting to discuss this further. 
     
 b) Pension/Wages
The clerk has circulated a quote from VAR for preparing payroll and pension for employees.   Resolved – Councillors unanimously agreed the quote be accepted and the clerk arrange to set up the payroll and pension with VAR.

6. Planning
a) New Applications.
23/00373/HSE Single storey extension 29 Robertson Grove - there were no objections.

b) Decisions
There were no new decisions.

An enforcement email has been circulated.

7. Finance
a) Balance – Unity Account £ 20686.12

b) Payments - the following payments were agreed M Welch £521.33, P Hall £60, G Hall £16.10.

Councillor Hall proposed we donate £400 to the Shireoaks coronation event, seconded by Councillor Tiwana and agreed.

c) Bank Accounts – The old HSBC account has been closed.

d) Audit – Forms have been received and accounts circulated.  Resolved – Councillor Tiwana proposed the certificate of exemption be completed, seconded by Councillor Pigott and all agreed.

8. County and District Councillors 
District Councillor Pressley reported on the off-road motorbikes and requested the registration number of the van be passed to the PCSO.

The new sign at the bungalows has been put up.

Mud on the roads and speeding vehicles have been reported.

The dyke was discussed as we have been asked to look at the possibility of clearing it.

Councillors suggested the gate to the field be replaced and a quote for £120 for supplying a metal gate has been received.   Councillor Hall will look into the price for fixing locally and the clerk was asked to contact David Rose.

The gate for the quarry has now been sorted.

9. Correspondence
All correspondence has been circulated.

Councillor Tiwana will look into replacing the defibrillator pads.

10. Date of next meeting
Wednesday 10th May 2023

The meeting closed at 8.25pm.

