Rhodesia Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th March 2025
Present:
Councillors K Pigott (Chair), P Hancock, S Marks and D Pressley.
M Welch (Clerk).

There were five members of the public present.

Councillors were asked to promote more on the website and were asked how you know when council meetings are, the clerk explained that the agendas are all put on the website a week before the meeting.

Questions were asked about the Chapel Waters development, if we had a Neighbourhood Plan, the parish of Rhodesia, devolution and the elections.

Progress has been made with litter picking and tidying up the village.

It was suggested that a mining memorial should at least be a wheel mentioning the three collieries and not just a bench.  This was discussed, a quote will be obtained and we need to establish who owns the land then this will be discussed further at the next meeting.

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors S Fielding and C Creasey. 

2. Declaration of Interest
Councillor Pressley declared an interest in the quarry.

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 29th January 2025
The minutes of the Meeting held on 29th January, copies of which had been previously circulated to members were confirmed as a true record and were signed.

4. Matters arising
a)  Vacancy
An application was received from Paul Marks.  Resolved – Councillor Pigott proposed Mr Marks be co-opted onto the council, seconded by Councillor Hancock and agreed.

b) Village Hall 
Councillor Pressley thinks there should be a defibrillator in the hall and the clerk was asked to look into prices for the next meeting.

The clerk reported that she has received correspondence regarding electricity bills for the old rent office which it appears has a separate meter, the meter has been found and a photograph of the meter has been sent to Bassetlaw as requested.

A skip was discussed for the village hall garden and councillors agreed to obtain a quote from Worksop skip hire.

Councillors agreed to hold a drop in CIL public meeting in the village hall on Monday 19th May.

c) Allotments, Community Garden, Mining Memorial  
The clerk had circulated details of allotments and community gardens along with contacts for advice to councillors.  Resolved – Councillor Pressley proposed we join the Allotment Association, seconded by Councillor Hancock, this was unanimously agreed.

d) Flooding/Aqua sacs
Councillor Pressley will ask Councillor Fielding about the aqua sacs.

e) Speed signs
The clerk had circulated a reply received from the police regarding speeding. Councillors agreed that the clerk should reply asking how many places in Rhodesia could this be operated in and to check if it could be used under the A57.

f)  Caretaker
The clerk reported that the minimum wage increases in April to £12.21, this was agreed.

The Chairman explained that there is a fridge to be plugged in for the food hub and Environmental Health will need to come and check it so she proposed that the caretaker be asked to come and deep clean the Hall.  Resolved – The Chairman will arrange a meeting with the caretaker, seconded by Councillor Hancock.

g) CIL
This had already been discussed.
  
[bookmark: _Hlk144354647]5. New Business  
a) Centenary
The Chairman reported that the school are celebrating their anniversary on 20th June and councillors agreed they would pay for an entertainer, Councillors also suggested the children be given an anniversary water bottle, the Chairman will look into these further.

b) PAT testing
This was last done in 2022 however the Youth Club have had items tested more recently, Councillor Pigott will check with the Youth Club what has been tested.

c) Remembrance and 80th anniversary
There will be a beacon lit at Shireoaks and it was suggested maybe we could join in their celebrations, the clerk was asked to find out if they are arranging an event.

d) Audit
John Haddon could do the audit again for £75, Resolved - Councillor Pigott proposed we have the internal audit completed by John Haddon and that the exemption statement for external audit is completed as soon as it is received, seconded by Councillor Hancock and agreed.

6. Planning
a) New Applications.
There was a new application which we had not been notified about 25/00076CTP 28 Dragonfly Way – single side storey extension – there were no objections.

An email had been circulated regarding ES/4644 which was discussed, councillors agreed to advise that their previous objections were still valid.

b) Decisions
There were no new decisions.

7. Finance
a) Balance – Unity Account £19355.79

b) Payments - the following payments were agreed Salaries £869.22, Hugo Fox £11.99, M Welch Homeworking Allowance £26 and S Marks £19.99 reimbursement for a littler picker.
 
c) Banking -Signatories
There have still been problems with the new signatories who are unable to authorise payments councillors will pursue these and the signed form for Councillor Marks will be submitted.



d) Audit
John Haddon has offered to do the internal audit again for £75.  Councillor Pigott proposed this be accepted and that the Certificate of exemption be submitted when it is received, seconded by Councillor Hancock and agreed.

8. County and District Councillors
Councillor Pressley reported that the quarry work is being done and they now have volunteers and have been in touch with the school.  The next phase is the new steps and path for the quarry which will start on the next couple of months.

The play area is going to have some new equipment in May/June.

9. Correspondence
All other correspondence has been circulated.  The new email addresses have been received and need activating.

10. Date of next meetings
The Annual meetings will be held on Wednesday 7th May 2025 at 6.30 p.m.  The clerk asked if the September meeting could be moved to 10th September, this was agreed.

The meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.

