Rhodesia Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th November 2024
Present:
Councillors K Pigott (Chair), Councillors S Fielding and D Pressley and P Hancock.
M Welch (Clerk).

There were three members of the public present.

Councillors were asked what plans they had to improve amenities for old people and young kids.  Details of the coffee mornings and the quarry were discussed, the quarry is going ahead but it will not be this year.

The untidy areas of the village were brought up including the top of Mary Street and councillors were advised a resident will talk to the owner about this.  Steetley Lane is bad when the hedges are overgrown and the corner by the viaduct is an area of concern.  County Councillor Fielding has asked for an urgent site meeting and will raise these issues.

The roads on the new estate were discussed as they have not been adopted, County Councillor Fielding will ask the officer for an update as to where we are.

Speeding was raised again as residents had offered to volunteer for a speedwatch.  

The clerk was asked to find out if CIL money can be used for a skip at the village hall and the CIL survey will be circulated again on Facebook.

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor C Creasey. 

2. Declaration of Interest
Councillor Fielding declared an interest in planning and Councillor Pressley declared an interest in the quarry.

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 4th September 2024
The minutes of the Meeting held on 4th September, copies of which had been previously circulated to members were confirmed as a true record and were signed.

4. Matters arising
a) Election of Vice-Chairman
The Chairman proposed Councillor Hancock as Vice-Chairman this was unanimously agreed.

b) Vacancy
Sue Marks requested she be coopted onto the council.  Councillor Pigott proposed she be co-opted, seconded by Councillor Hancock and all agreed. 

c) Village Hall – Shelving, door.
The Chairman offered to purchase some pop-up shelving to tidy up the room and she and Councillor Creasey would put it in.  Resolved – Councillor Fielding proposed this be arranged, seconded by Councillor Pressley and agreed.

The front door is being looked at on Friday.

Wickes can donate paint, equipment and helpers to refresh the hall and can supply compost and bedding plants for outside, councillors were asked to go to the website and look at the paint they would like.

The first aid box in the hall needs burn gel and bandages as well as an accident book, councillors agreed the Chairman should obtain these and any other essential items which need replacing.

Details were shown of a Christmas back drop for Santa on 19th December costing £13.  John has agreed to be Santa again and the Chairman suggested fidget toys instead of sweets this year and offered to organise this.  Resolved – Councillors agreed to this and also to Councillor Pressley’s suggestion of making a donation of £100 to John’s fund raiser page.

The Christmas lights were broken last year and councillors unanimously agreed Councillors Pigott and Creasey buy a new set and see if they can get them to work or if Danlec need to be called in.

Councillor Pressley asked if a defibrillator could be put in the village hall by the socket by the side door.  The clerk will look into this and circulate details to councillors.

The cooker still needs a new part and is being sorted.

d) Allotments.  
The idea of a community garden was discussed and the clerk was asked to find out details.

e) Flooding/Aqua sacs/Flood Cabin   
We need to know who has done flood training and the clerk was asked to find out if Jesus still wanted to be a flood warden.  There are more flood training courses being arranged.

f) Mining Memorial
Councillor Pressley has seen a nice memorial bench in Renishaw and councillors would like the bench by the bungalows where the old bench was.  The land is owned by Bassetlaw and the clerk was asked to contact the Housing Officer to see if this is a possible site.

g) Speed signs
This had already been discussed and Councillor Fielding will ask again whether we meet the criteria for traffic signs.

h)  Caretaker
A complaint has been received and Councillors agreed the Chairman should contact the caretaker giving seven days to resolve the issues otherwise a meeting should be arranged with the HR Committee to discuss the issues further.

i) Overgrown Hedges
There was nothing further to report.
  
[bookmark: _Hlk144354647]5. New Business  
a) E-mail address
Details from Hugo Fox have been circulated, a grant of £100 may still be available.  Resolved – Councillor Pigott proposed we accept the Hugo Fox .gov emails as discussed previously, seconded by Councillor Marks and all agreed.

b) HR – Committee Member/Policy
Councillor Marks agreed to join the staffing committee.

Policy details from NALC have been circulated, councillors agreed to adopt the NALC Policy

c) Remembrance
The poppy wreath was brought to the meeting and will be put up by the Chairman for Remembrance.  The poppies for the street lights still have not been found.

6. Planning
a) New Applications.
There were no new applications

b) Decisions
24/00862/HSE 12 Pintail Meadow – new granny flat – granted
24/00903/HSE Erection of a Single Storey Rear Extension and a Two Storey Side Extension 25 Robertson Grove - granted
24/00984/FUL – Extension to warehouse, Terberg Matek, High Grounds – granted.

7. Finance
a) Balance – Unity Account £22866.72

b) Payments - the following payments were agreed, Salaries £699.40, External Audit £252, SLCC £144, British Legion £27, M Welch £41.55, John Burke Fundraiser £100 and window cleaner £40.

c) Banking -Signatories
Councillor Hancock is now a signatory and is setting up log in details.  Unity recommended that as we are a small council with few signatories we change the mandate to two signatures rather than three.  Resolved – Councillors agreed to change the mandate to two signatures.

d) Audit
The external auditor supported the internal auditor’s comment that the asset register was not complete, accurate and properly maintained, this was rectified earlier this year and the external audit was completed on time.

e) Clerks Salary/Pension
Details of the NALC PayScale from April 2024 have been circulated to councillors.   The clerk requested that she change her pension scheme to the LGPS.  Resolved – Councillor Pigott proposed the clerk’s salary be increased by £37.27 a month backdated to April and that 15% of the total salary be paid into the LGPS, seconded by Councillor Hancock and unanimously agreed.

8. County and District Councillors
A report from District Councillor Pressley had been circulated.  Councillor Pressley asked if it was worth putting on Facebook about the table tennis table asking if anyone was interested in running a group.  The clerk was asked to request details be sent to the school when the email about the quarry arrives.

County Councillor Fielding confirmed that she will raise the speeding issues again and request a speed check.  Flood wardens need to do the training so that we can have the signage.

9. Correspondence
All other correspondence has been circulated.

10. Date of next meeting
Wednesday 8th January 2025 at 7pm.
The meeting closed at 8.45pm
