Rhodesia Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th December 2022 

Present:
Councillors Margaret Leadbeater (Chair), G Hall, D Pressley and M Tiwana.
County Councillor S Fielding
M Welch (Clerk).

Two PCSOs attended, there were no members of the public present.

The police circulated crime figures for the area explaining that the new system shows all incidents.  They passed on details of the new community speedwatch programme that they are trying to launch.  this is run by volunteers from the community and costs about £500 which can be shared between councils they would like 12 volunteers in each parish.

Nottinghamshire have joined with South Yorkshire and Derbyshire regarding the problems with motorbikes and would like details of where the bikes may be being stored they ask for any information to be passed on.

Parking on Mary Street has been a problem, residents are asked to ring it in when there is a problem.

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor P Ratcliff.  

2. Declaration of Interest
Councillor Pressley declared an interest in the quarry.

3. To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 2nd November 2022
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd November, copies of which had been previously circulated to members were confirmed as a true record and were signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters arising 
a) Vacancies
There has been one application from Kay Piggott.  Resolved -The Chairman proposed Kay be co-opted onto the council, seconded by Councillor Hall and all agreed. the clerk passed on the relevant forms to be completed and returned.

b) Village Hall – External Hall Sign, Front Door, Caretaker, Bookings, Kitchen damp proofing
A quote has been obtained for a sign and the clerk was asked to request the contractor come out and quote for fitting it as well.   The front door is still a problem and after discussion Councillor Hall agreed to try and get quotes.

There have been no applicants for the caretaker post which will be advertised on Facebook and on Indeed.   It was agreed that the hall needs cleaning fortnightly, councillors will make enquiries locally.

Councillor Piggott offered to take over the hall bookings, she will buy a diary and claim back the money. Resolved – Councillor Tiwana proposed Councillor Piggott take over responsibility for the bookings, seconded by Councillor Hall and unanimously agreed.
A quote for damp-proofing has been received for £1896 and had been circulated.  Councillor Pressley asked about the use of CIL money and proposed we agree in principle, seconded by Councillor Tiwana.  The clerk will check if CIL can be used for this and any further quotes will be circulated.

c) Allotments – Agreement/Rent
Former tenants have been contacted but have not given an answer yet although they said the lock had been changed and a man had been seen on there. Councillor Leadbeater will check the lock tomorrow. The Chairman suggested if they are not being used that a tractor be taken on to turn them over.

Councillor Hall reported that he had a quote for £400 for a tree stump remover to be hired and used to remove the tree stumps so that the grasscutter can go on the land.  Resolved – Councillor Tiwana proposed this be arranged, seconded by Councillor Hall who will accept the quote.

d) Flood Equipment
The Chairman will amend the list which will then be circulated to councillors. There was discussion about flood wardens and the clerk was asked to see if Lesley and Eric were carrying on and if not councillors agreed to try and find someone else, training is still available.

e) Christmas
The event has been organised with stalls opening at 3pm.  Resolved – Councillors unanimously agreed to donate the raffle money to Bassetlaw Hospital.

f) Civility and Respect Newsletter
Councillor Pressley had advised that this has been agreed by Bassetlaw, Councillors will review this in the new Code of Conduct, Councillor Pressley will send details.

5. New Business
a) Community Infrastructure Levy Residents Involvement 
Councillor Pressley reported that there is a need to get the village involved, the clerk was asked to draft a leaflet which could then be printed and circulated to residents who could return it to the shop.

b) Parish Council Facebook Page
Councillors Tiwana and Piggott offered to set up and run this.  Resolved – Councillor Pressley proposed this be accepted, seconded by Councillor Leadbeater and all agreed.

c) Privet hedges
Councillor Hall reported two houses on Mary Street with overgrown privet hedges and also a property on Boughton Road was reported as having a piece of metal fence sticking out causing a trip hazard.  County Councillor Fielding will report these to Highways.

d) Flooding
The Chairman reported that on the other side of the railings used to be a gully which has been filled in and now floods, Councillor Hall reported that this was done some years ago following an accident.  

The guttering at the side of the hall has the ends missing, councillors will ask a resident if they can repair this.

e) Rhodesia Food Hub
Councillor Pressley had circulated details, the school was not available so councillors were asked about the use of the village hall.  Councillor Piggott will ask the school again and it was agreed that if this was not available that the village hall could be used.

6. Planning
a) New Applications.
There were no new applications

b) Decisions
There were no new decisions.

7. Finance
a) Balance – Unity Account £ 11808.46

b) Payments - the following payments were agreed M Leadbeater £80, M Welch £862.53, Danlec £180, HMRC £96 and P Hall £160.

c) Bank Accounts – Further details are needed from Councillor Tiwana for Unity Bank and the clerk reported that the old HSBC accounts still have not been closed.

d) Clerk’s salary – Details of the pay agreement from NALC have been circulated.  Resolved – Councillor Hall agreed the clerk’s salary be increased to £532.13 a month backdated to April, seconded by Councillor Tiwana and all agreed.

e) Precept – The clerk reported that details have not been received yet and the number of new properties will need to be taken into account so this was deferred to the next meeting.

8. County and District Councillors 
Councillor Pressley reported that we are getting somewhere with the quarry.  Tim Downes is in charge and will oversee this, he has offered to come to a council meeting if councillors want him to.  In February it is hoped the wildflowers will be planted and work started on the quarry.  There will be improvements to the entrances and four benches which could have a plaque on them, the clerk was asked to write and ask for this.

Councillor Pressley suggested the Neighbourhood Plan should be considered in the future to make available extra funding.

The Local Plan is now being examined at Bassetlaw. The insulation scheme in Rhodesia has been passed on to Residents.

County Councillor Fielding explained that further money is being spent on drainage works in Rhodesia.

9. Correspondence
All correspondence has been circulated.

10. Date of next meeting
Wednesday 1st February 2023

The meeting closed at 9.05p.m.
