Rhodesia Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th September 2023

Present:
Councillors M Leadbeater (Chair), K Pigott, D Pressley, S Fielding, J Avendano and District Councillor L Dixon.
M Welch (Clerk).

There were no members of the public present.

1. Apologies for absence 
There were no apologies.

2. Declaration of Interest
Councillor Pressley declared an interest in the quarry and Councillor Fielding in Planning.

3. To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 5th July 2023.
The of the Meeting held on 5th July, copies of which had been previously circulated to members were confirmed as a true record and were signed.

4. Matters arising
a) Vacancy
A letter of resignation has been received from Councillor Tiwana who is moving from the area.

There have been no applications, Councillors agreed to advertise on Facebook.

b) Village Hall
The work has now been done and it was agreed the hall needs a good clean.  The Chairman proposed the clerk write to the caretaker asking him to clean the hall out and remove the old sink and worktop, this was unanimously agreed.  The room cleared needs decorating and shelving installed, the Chairman proposed Steve Tracey be asked to paint it and to see if he could install racking, seconded by Councillor Pressley, the Chairman will arrange this.  Councillor Avendano offered to put up shelving if Steve was not able to.

RAAC was discussed and councillors agreed the clerk should look into this further.

Councillor Pigott will try to get the keys returned from Mia.

The defibrillator was discussed and Councillor Piggott agreed to take responsibility for this and notify The Circuit.

c) Allotments 
Nathan was not asked to mark out the plots and the allotments were reported as being overgrown again.  Councillor Avendano suggested a scheme with Christmas Trees could be planted there.  Councillors agreed to put the allotments on Facebook again to see if anyone is interested for £20 a year.


d) CIL  
The clerk has brought the leaflets which councillors took to distribute.

New Business
a) Christmas
Councillors discussed arranging an event again this year and agreed if John is able to do this again the council would support an event, Councillor Pressley will pass on the contact details to the clerk so councillors can see if it is possible.  Councillor Fielding will pass on contact details for Community Champions who could be approached for support if it goes ahead.

b) Bassetlaw Open space Survey
Details received from Bassetlaw were discussed, Councillors agreed to tell them of Doorstep Green at the end of Mary Street, there is access by Old Bowling Green and should eventually be access through Chapel Waters.

c) Lengthsman Scheme
Details have been received and were discussed.

d)  Notices
The clerk asked for a councillor to put notices in the noticeboard, Councillor Pigott offered to do this.

e) Bassetlaw Local Plan
Details have been received from Bassetlaw.

f) Website
Hugo Fox are introducing charges for the website.  Resolved – Councillor Leadbeater proposed we take the lowest package, seconded by Councillor Pigott and agreed.

g) Winter Service
Free salt has been offered again and after discussion councillors asked the clerk to ask Nathan to check if we already have enough salt or would like to accept the offer, Nathan will need to collect the key from the Chairman.  Councillors also asked the clerk to ask Nathan if he would be Snow Warden.

6. Planning
a) New Applications.
There were no new applications

b) Decisions
There were no new decisions.

7. Finance
a) Balance – Unity Account £20635.52

b) Payments - the following payments were agreed Fireguard £53.40, Dampcure £1600.60, S Roberts £80, M Welch £889.93, Ilkeston Fencing £831.88, M Welch £22.37 and Salaries £637.13

c) Banking -Signatories – There have been problems with signatories, Councillors Pressley and Pigott are still unable to authorise payments and a duplicate form was completed for Councillor Pigott. Councillors also agreed to add Councillors Fielding and Avendano as signatories.

d) Precept
Accounts have been circulated and were discussed.  Resolved – Councillor Leadbeater proposed keeping the precept the same as last year, seconded by Councillor Pigott and all agreed.

8. County and District Councillors 
Councillor Pressley reported on the solar farm firm who are offering £600 per megawatt to Rhodesia, councillors all agreed they should be invited to the next meeting.

There was a council estate inspection in August and Paula Karoly has prepared her report with things that need doing.  The land at the side of the bungalows was not being maintained and has been added to the schedule of maintenance.

Councillor Fielding reported that she will shortly be meeting with the highways officer to discuss issues including drains and potholes.

Councillor Fielding has made an offer to use some of her county divisional money for a speedwatch for Shireoaks and Rhodesia as both villages have issues and this has worked in other areas.

Bypass noise will be reported by Councillor Fielding.

9. Correspondence
All correspondence has been circulated.

10. Date of next meeting
Wednesday 1st November 2023

The meeting closed at 8.20pm
