Rhodesia Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th January 2024

Present:
Councillors M Leadbeater (Chair), K Pigott, D Pressley, J Avendano and 
M Welch (Clerk).

There were six members of the public present.

Councillors were informed that a bid made to UKSPF for over £15000 has been successful for a community organiser and the post will shortly be advertised.   Events will be arranged in the village hall and storage for toys will be required, there are already five volunteers.

A leaflet had been posted to residents regarding the serious concerns of the core group campaign against pyrolysis.  A group has been set up and will fiercely object to an application they outlined the history and invited everyone to attend a meeting at Shireoaks Sports Club tomorrow.  Presentation documents will be sent to the clerk for circulation , Councillors were asked to support the campaign.

Representatives attended to give a presentation to councillors of the Shireoaks solar farm, they reported that the application was submitted at the end of last year.  Councillor Pressley made them aware of the traffic and flooding concerns.  

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from County Councillor S Fielding.

2. Declaration of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3. To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 6th September 2023.
The minutes of the Meeting held on 6th September, copies of which had been previously circulated to members were confirmed as a true record and were signed.

4. Matters arising
a) Vacancies
There have been no applications it will be put on Facebook again.

b) Village Hall – Decorating, shelving, heating, RAAC, Key, Caretaker, weeds
The decorating, heating and key have all been sorted.  Councillor Pigott reported a problem with the sink in the ladies, the U bend is not on and water runs out.  Councillor Leadbeater will ask the plumber who removed the sink to look at this.

Councillors feel the hall needs a deep clean, examples were given of areas needing attention.  Councillor Pressley proposed that the Chairman and vice-Chairman meet with the caretaker to discuss the issues that need doing, this was unanimously agreed.  The clerk has had problems in getting timesheets from the caretaker and suggested a book be kept in the hall for this purpose so that it could be checked by councillors.  The outside of the hall could do with a jet wash and councillors agreed Nathan may be able to do this.  Councillor Avendano offered to help although an outside tap is needed.  Councillor Leadbeater will ask the plumber for a quote for an outside tap when he comes to the hall.

c) Allotments 
There has been no response and it was agreed to defer this to the next meeting and that Nathan could be asked to strim the allotments in the interim.

d) Litter pickers – Hep B
Councillors unanimously agreed that the council could not pay for this and can only reimburse for equipment as previously agreed.

e) CIL
Some replies have been received with suggestions to be considered.   Councillors agreed the CIL funds should be kept at Bassetlaw as previously.

f) Christmas
This had been successful although there were not as many children as the previous year.

g) Speedwatch
Councillors asked for this to be taken off the agenda as it could not be done in Rhodesia. The possibility of speed signs can be looked into and the clerk was asked to contact Councillor Fielding to find out how it can be done.

5. New Business
a) [bookmark: _Hlk144354647]Mining Memorial
Councillor Pressley had circulated details we can have the two benches where we want with the signs we want, the clerk was asked to check up on this.

b) Flooding
We have one flood warden and Councillors Avendano and Pigott agreed to do the course, it was suggested the school caretaker also be asked if he would be willing to do it.  Nearly all the sand bags were used and Councillor Pressley suggested we obtain aqua sacs but these would have to be purchased.
c) Spring Clean 2024
Councillors agreed not to participate and to send the details on to the local litter picking group.

d) Purchase of aqua sacs
This had already been discussed.
e) Electricity  
Councillors agreed the clerk should check the prices with other suppliers.    

f) SRAPP
Councillor Pressley reported that this will be a county consultation.

6. Planning
a) New Applications.
There has been a discharge of conditions submitted for Queen Elizabeth Crescent.
b) Decisions
29 Robertson Grove – amendments 23/00373 granted
c) New applications – dates
Councillor Pressley had reported changes to the dates but as yet it has not caused a problem and councillors will monitor this.

7. Finance
a) Balance – Unity Account £20697.89

b) Payments - the following payments had been agreed SLCC £91.50, Warmshires £2691 for the boiler, S Tracy £260  and Salaries Nov £637.13, December and January.

c) Banking -Signatories
Councillor Pressley is sorting his out with the bank, Councillor Avendano gave his form to the clerk for submission and we are waiting for the form from Councillor Fielding.

d) Clerks Salary
The new rates from NALC have been circulated to councillors, Councillor Pigott proposed the clerks salary be increased by £52.87 a month backdated to April 2023, seconded by Councillor Leadbeater and all agreed.

8. County and District Councillors
Councillor Pressley reported that the quarry is ongoing and he will keep the council informed. 

9. Correspondence
All correspondence has been circulated.

10. Date of next meeting
Wednesday 6th March 2024

The meeting closed at 8.35pm

